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Letter from the Superintendent 
 
Dear Seattle residents,  
 
I think it goes without saying that in a city, open spaces are not niceties, 
they are necessities. Open spaces bring us health, environmental and 
economic benefits. They help us get to know our neighbors and they 
make our communities more attractive. They give us places to have fun, 
to be inspired, and to get away from the bustle of the city. We are 
blessed with a wonderful park system that takes advantage of the 
magnificent views of water and mountains that surround us.  
 
As our population continues to grow, more people make use of all our parks and open spaces. This 
growth means many good things for our parksτincreased users, more supporters, and more volunteers. 
But like other expanding cities, it means that we must think differently about how we can create open 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 2017 Parks and Open Space Plan 
provides an invaluable resource for future decision-making, uses Geographic Information System (GIS) 
mapping technology to illustrate {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ό{twΩǎ) ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
recreational facilities, and lays out a 6-year vision for the future. The plan meets Washington State 
Recreation and Conservation Office requirements, allowing us to compete for state grants that augment 
our ability to acquire property and enhance recreation projects such as: increasing water access and 
aquatic facilities, urban park development, and wildlife preservation.  
 
We are working hard to acquire property for the development of parks, and we are also working on 
innovative ways to expand capacity at existing parks and facilities. We are looking at activating and 
adding greenery to our alleyways, covering basketball and tennis courts to allow for play during 
inclement weather, converting grass fields to synthetic fields, expanding community center hours, 
adding play areas for 2-5-year-olds at playgrounds, and other options, including working with King 
County Metro Transit to improve bus service to parks.  
 
Through the Seattle Park District Greenways Initiative, we are also funding projects and programs to 
connect, enhance and activate links from Neighborhood Greenways to parks by improving access and 
amenities for pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
SPR is committed to continuous growth and learning, especially when it comes to our efforts in 
leveraging innovative approaches and best practices to create new opportunities, new partnerships and 
new ways of doing business. By remaining flexible and relevant, I am confident that we will continue to 
grow our wonderful park system and to serve our growing population, including families, seniors, youth, 
adults, and special populations.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
Jesús Aguirre 
Superintendent, Seattle Parks and Recreation  
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Letter from the Board of Park Commissioners 
 
It is our pleasure to unanimously recommend approval and adoption of the 2017 Parks and Open Space 
Plan. We feel this plan ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƭŀƴΩǎ new walkability mapping layers, the focused long-term acquisition goals that emphasize public 
health and socioeconomic factors, and the ability of the technology to have real time data updates so 
that Seattle Parks and Recreation staff can respond more quickly to changing needs to ensure that our 
parks, recreation programs and open space are more inclusive and relevant to our changing population. 

 
As a Board, we share the view that {ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ park system must grow and change to meet the challenges 
posed by a rapidly growing population and increasing density. Our parks and recreation facilities are key 
elements in future City planning and community development.  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ 
ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ нлор /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ tŀǊƪǎΩ efforts to meet the /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
climate neutral goals in its services, facility maintenance efforts, and capital project investments. 

 
{ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ-class parks, recreation and green space system is essential civic infrastructure that 
contributes to the physiological, ecological, social and aesthetic quality of our city. Recent research 
confirms that SeattlŜΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ 
economic competitiveness, sense of community, environmental stewardship and social cohesion. 

 
Through Seattle Parks and Recreation facilities, shared spaces, activities, and events, we see the 
potential for increased understanding, acceptance, and appreciation between Seattle residents, and 
believe supporting complimentary park goals increases resilience, safety and unity in our communities.   
 
Our sincere thanks to the people of Seattle for your contributions to the planning process, your passion 
and your critical oversight as demonstrated through community meetings, written correspondence and 
public testimony.  We know you care deeply for our parks, open space and recreation facilities. Last, but 
never least, thank you to the staff of Seattle Parks and Recreation for theƛǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ 
parks and open spaces, and for the hard work they do every day to create stronger communities, 
healthy ecosystems and equitable access for current residents and for generations to come.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
The Board of Park Commissioners

Tom Byers, Chair 
William Lowe, Vice Chair  
Andréa Akita  
Marty Bluewater  
Dennis Cook 

Marlon Herrera  
Evan Hundley 
Kelly McCaffrey 
Barbara Wright 

 
 
The Seattle Board of Park Commissioners is a volunteer advisory board established by ordinance. The 
Board consults with and makes recommendations to City Council, the Mayor, and the Superintendent 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
park and recreation facilities.  
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